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Declassification of NRO/Stanford Electronic Laboratory Association 





Background: The Office of Policy’ s Center for the Study of National Reconnaissance 
(CSNR) seeks COS approval for the declassification of the historic relationship between 
the NRO and Stanford University's Electronic Laboratory (SEL). Upon COS approval, this 
relationship will be acknowledged in the unclassified Pioneer recollection. book. 

During the 1960s, SEL developed SIGINT receivers for the NRO. In 1969, the i 
university severed all contracts with the government because of student protests. 

Our intention to seek declassification of the NRO/SEL association has been 
thoroughly coordinated, and we anticipate no negative consequences arising from the 
declassification of this historical association. We do not intend to consult with 
Stanford since this relationship ended 33 years ago and the fact that the NRO has no 
formal classified relationship with Stanford. We may inform Stanford professor Sid 
Drell that this historic relationship will be acknowledged in the book because Dr. Drell 


also has a mania in the book. 


Ropeove declassification of the historic relationship between SEL and the NRO. 
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